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I. Whether to Communicate with fome Church, e/be- 
- cially in fuch a divided State of the Church, be a 

neceflary Duty, Incumbent on all Chriftians. * 

II. Whether Conftant Communion be a neceflary Duty 
where Occafidnal Communion is Lawful. 

III. Whether it be Lawful to Communicate with two 
Churches, which are in a State of Separation from 
each other. 
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•. A' 

RESOLUTrON 

- Of fomc 

CASES of CONSCIENCE, 

Which reiped 

IN order to ftate iuch' cafes as particularly relate 
to Church-Coriununionwithali poffiKle cleatncfs, 
it will be neceflarv to premife a brief explication 
ot feme words; which muft be ufed in quettions of 
this nature, but are not fo jcoinmonly underftood. 
As, !• What is meant by aChurch, and aChrifti- 
an Church. 
z. What Chwch Communion is. - 
J, What is meant by Fix^c Communion and by 
Occafional Communion. 
Firft, What is meant by a Church. Now the plai-j 
fieft defcription 1 can give of a Church is this, That 
He Church is a Body or Society vf Men feparated from 
the refi of the Worlds and Vnited to God^ and to them^ 
felves hy a Divine Covenant. I fliall briefly explain this 
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defcription to fit it to the meaneft underftand*^ 
idg^- : ' / -^ 

i. Then a Church is a Body or Society of Men, for 
I fpeak only of the Church in this World, and there- 
fore fhall not enter into that difpute, in what ienle 
Angels belong to the Church. 

And when I call the Church ^Body or Society of 
Men, I oppofe a Body to fingle Individuals^ or par« 
ticular Med , and to a confined Multitude ^ withouc 
any order or Union among .theoifelves. For thothe 
Church confifts of parttcinai* Men , and when their 
Nun^bers are encreafed,, of great Multitudes, yet the 
Church eonfifls of fuch particular Men, not confidered 
in a private and feparate capacity, but as United into 
a regular Society, which, is called a Body^ in allufion 
to the natural Body, in which all the parts and mem- 
bert aM iloitoii' ifiim tqn4k^der94JM«^ ^i Cifr. 
14.. J f f.i6, ^c. JFlot Gtib uot the A^thr^C^J^ufi^ny 
hut of Peace^ as in all the Churches of He Saints I Aid 
if theineaneft Societies^ cannot ipbfifl without Qrder^ 
where^ their ilrength and beauty ^ ^nd ufefulnels .con- 
fifl; much lefs the Church of God^ which is a Society 
Inliituted for ^he moll fpirltual and Supernatural 
Ends. 

. And therefore we find, that God ordained a mod; 
exad: Order and Government in the Jewifli Church , 
which for the greater firength and Unky he formed^ 
into a religious Common-wealth : And - our Blefled 
Saviour ordained the Apoftles, and committed the Go- 
vernmedt of his Church to them, and their Succef- 
fors, with a promife to le with them to the end of ihe 
World. And the Chrii[lian Church with ' relpef): to the 
Efh 1. 1 1, firm ^nd ciofe Union and orderly Difpofition of all it$ 
Parts, is not only called aBody^ but a Spiritual BuiU 
diftg^ and Holy Temple^ and the Houfe of God. 

But 
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■|rtd one CUqrdi, aod ti.^]$ tlw §aviwr pf thi? 9pdy. 

The Je«^i^ Church wa^ but one, a|jd therefore, the 
Chriftian Church is but one^ which is not a new di- 
fdndt Church, but is grafted into the Jewiih ftock or 
Root, ^lieying Jews , and ChriAians being United 
into one Church, htultfifoH thtfoundAtunof the Ape- 

fites^and Prophets^ ^efm Chrifi Un^elf Mng the chief ^<«- »•• 
corner fionex Who unites Jews and Gentiles into one"''** 
Church, as the corner Hone unites both Tides of the 
Houle, and holds them together. 
' tJpon the iame account the Church is called the 

' Bunding , the Houfe^ the Tcmfle of God , and we 
know the Temple was but one^ and was ta be but one, 
J^y .the exprefi command and Inftitutioa of God. And 

* for the ^ime reafon Chrift tells us^ that there fiioujd 

'%th\xt one Fhtd4fnder one Shepherd. 

And indeed it is extreamly abfurd and unreafonable Jf^ '^• 
to fay, that the ChriiUan Church, which is built up-> 
on the fame foundation, whi^rh worfhips the faoie God 
and Saviour, which profefles the fame Faith, are Heirs 
to the fame promifes, and enjoy all priviledgies in com- 
mon, ihould be divided into as diftincS and fep^r^ e 
bodies, tho of the fame kind and nature, as Peter ^ 
James and Jobn^ are diftind Perfons, tho they par- 
take of the fame conunon nature. That is, it is very 
abfurd to iay, that where every thing i^ common , 
there is riot one Gommunity.F€/fr,and James ^ and John^ 
. tho they partake of the fame common nature^et eachof 
them havea dbn:in<3:eflence and fubfiftence ottheir own 
(as it muft be in natural Beings, other wile there could 
be but one Man in the World) and this makes them 
diftind Pierfo ns : But where the very nature and eflfence 
of a Body or Society confifis in having all things com- 
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mon, there can be' but one Body | an4 therefore if 

cue Lerd\ one Fait by 6ne Baptijrn^ one Gt4 and Fi" 
. ther of aU^ be common to the whole Chriifliaa'Ghurcli 
if there be no peculiar X*rivilfedges, which'belong to 
fome Chriflians and not to all, to one part of the 
Church, and not to another, then by the Inftitution 
of Chrift, there is, but one Church, one Body,, piic 
Communion, one Houfehold and Famijy j.,Fo)i;,whe^e 
there is nothing to Diftinguiffi andSeparaie^ m Eti- 
clofures or Partitions of Divine Appointment, there 
can be, by Divine Inftitution, but one Body. , 

2. I add, that the Church is a' Body or Sdcjety of 
Men feparated from the reft of the World, or called 
out of the World , as i«,^i», from whence EccMa 
is deriwdi may ftgnifie, and is io eipounded by maay 
Divines, upon which account the ChriftiaiKare .fo of- 
ten called, thexPaiTB*, and«tAs*7»?, the Called and Cho- 
fen or Eled: People of God, which fignifies, ' that the 
Church is diftinjgttiflied from the felt of the World 
by a peculiar and appropriate Faith, by pecufia'r Laws, 
by peculiar rites of Worfliip, and peculiar Promifes 
and Priviledges, which.are not comniioA tq the whole 
World, but only to thofe, who are rWved into the 
' Communion of the Church. ' But there is hocbntro- 
vei-fie about this matter, and therefore I need add no 
more about it. 

5 . The Church is a Body of Mpn united to.' God 
. and to themfelves by a Divine Covenant : The Church 
IS united to God, for it is a Religious Society , ' in- 
ftituted for the Worfhip of God j and. they are united 
among themfelves, and to each other, becaufe it is 
but one Body, which requires a union.of ail its parts • 
as I have already fhewed, and (hall difcourfe more pre- 
fently., But the chief thing to be obfcrved here is 
thi§, that this union with God, and to each other, 

which 
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which tronftitatts^ Churdij^ is made by d Di'OineCive^ 
nant. Thus it was in.tKq Jewifh Church, God entered 
ihfc6MCQVeiiaTitivit|i k^rtfi&^fif,and chofe him and his Po* 
fterify for his Church and Peculiar Pebple^and gave hint 
Cifcumcifiori'firf a Sign and Seal or this Covenant. 
Arid under the Gofpeiiiod hath made a flew Covenant 
with mankind, jn and by his Son Jefus Chrift, who 
h '^MediaHr of d-Bener Ctv&naniy founded let'- 
ter Promifes j and this Gofpel Covenant is the founda^ 
tioii of the Chrillian Church. For the Chriftian 
Church is nothing dfe, but fuch a Society of Men, as 
is ill 'CdVenan? with' God through Chrift. 

^<upp6fe^^aflIV-Jtoett VUt^ God oaly 

can make or xbnftitute a Church. For fuch pejfons^ 
if there* were any i6 abfurd,- are not worth difputing 
With^ whadar^^' affirm the Church to be a human 
CreatuVe; or^'the invention of Men. 

^And'j^thinlc'itis as plain j that^ t4ie only vifible way 
Kjiodi has of forming a Church (for Ido not now fpeak 
of the invifible operations of the Divine Spirit) is by 
granting a Church:Covenanfr, which is the Divine 
Charter^ whereon the Church is founded , ahdin-^ 
vbfting fome perJTons with Power arttf Authority; to re- 
teive others^ in to. this (^venant,according to the terms 
ind' conditions of the Covenant; and by fuch Cove- 
nant Rites and Forms of Admiflion, as he is pieaiedto 
inftitute, which under the Gofpel is Baptifm, as under 
the Law it was Circumcifiba. 

To be tiaken into Covenant with God, and to be 
received^into the Church, is the very fame thing, 
Yor the Church is a Society of Men,* who are in^ 
Covenant with God. That can bie 'rio Church, \«^hich , 
is not in Covenant withGod, heis-rto member of tlie 
Church, who is not^at leaftvififely admitted into Gods 
Covenant, and whoever is in-^Cbveham: with God,, 
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is fiMude « aember of t;he Ckui«h>> by ^iag adflj&tted 

into Cchwnaqt. .' ,:•; r. ■ 

• Now before I {>roc^,, JIball BmA^ obienwfpq^ 
kw tfaii^ which are fo (lata iuid erideat, t^ th^ 
Principleste true, that I need only name theaa^^ad 
yet are of greafi ufe for therefixlutixuiof ibinefi>Uow> 
tug cafes. : i. .Li • . 
\ As X. That va'Covenaot-llate ami Cbuisehrftatev 
cheiamediing. * 

%. That every profeft Chriftian, who is received 
into Covenant, «s f^,- is a Church me^ib^^ 

J. That nothipgxeJffe is oeceilary to.n3akeu& fbeiQ- 
bersdf theChriftian Chunch 4)Ut<«iy; sBaptiiin, which 
is the Sacnunent of our admilfion , i|Ko the Chriftiaa 
Covenant. For if Baptifm, which gives us ri^to 
all the Privile4ge$ of the Coveiant, does aat ma^ 
us Church members^ then adhurch-ftate is nb/port of 
the Covenant ; then a man may be in Covenant with 
Ood through Chrift,and yet be no member of jCluiHri 
or he may be a member of Chrift and no member of 
his Body, which is the Church. 

4. That no Church* Aate can depend upon hyman 
Contrails and Covenants^ for then a Church would 
be a human Creative , and a human Coniltitution ; 
whereif^ a Church can be founded only upon a Divine 
Covenant. It is oru^ no man, who is at age, can 
be admitted to Bai>tifm till he profels his faith in 
Chrift, and voluntarily undertake the Baptifinal Vow ; 
but the Inde^odent Church-Covenant bstwixt P^or 
and People, is of a very difierent Nature from this, 
unle& any man will fay, that the voluntary contraft 
and Covenant , which the Independents exac^ iirom 
their members,and wherein they place a Church-ftate, 
be part of the Baptifinal Vow. If it be not, then they 
found the Church upon a human Covenant, for 

Chrift 
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Cftrift h«lh made but one Covenant with Mankind:, 
which i$<t9ntaine(l ki the Vow of Baptifin. U* it be^tl^i 
00 Man is a Chrifikian, but an Independent, and then 
thty would do- w^U to ihew, how tne Baptifmal Vow, 
wliidbt. is but one and the fame for all Manldnd, d9- 
tOTflunes one MaQ to be afixtmeinberof J>r. Owens 
Church; another of Mr.GrifitbSj or any other lodcK 
pendent Pallors I and if they could g^ over this dif- 
ficuky^there is another ftill^why they exaft this Cburcb- 
Covenant of Baptized Chriftians, before they will 
admit themto their Communion^ if Baptifcn makes 
them members of their Chiurch. 

Tiiis I think makes it piaia» that, the Independent 
Chnrch-Covenant is no part of th^ Baptiihial Vow, 
and then it is no part of the ChrifUaa Covenant ; and 
if: there be no true Qturchrftate, but what depeodh^ 
on foch human Contrails , then the> Cbwch. owes 
its being to the wiU of Mcxii nc^ to the Cov^eoant of 
God. 

5** I ob&rve Buther , how abfurd it is to gather 
Churches out of Churches, which akeady confift of 
Baptized CbriAians. Chriftiaoity indeed feparates 
US from the reft ef the Workl, but furely it does not 
feparate Chriliians from each other. The Apoftles 
only undertook to Convert Jews and Heathens to the 
Chriftian Faith^ and to make them members of the 
Chriftian Churchy which is a ftate of reparation from 
the Wqrld ; but thefe Men Convert Chriftians from 
Common Chriftianity; and the Communion of the 
luiverfal Church, to Independency. If the Churph 
be found^ on a divine Covenant, we know no Church 
but what all Chriftians are made members of by 
Baptifm, which is the univerfal Churchy the one 
Body and $pou& (^ Chrift. And to argue from the 
Apoftles^tbering C^hvrches from among Jews and 

Heathens, 
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■HeatHeiis, to prove thb gathering Chiiftfies 'out 
»of a Chriftian artd National 'Ghiifch, tnuft ekheir'toiiw 
iclude, that a Church, and- Church-ftate is a veiy in- 
di^erent and Arbitrary things atnd that Men may be 
-very good Chriftians, and in a fafe condition without 
it J or that BaptizedGhriftijins, >^ho are not nwm* 
bets of a particulkY Independent Church j are no betted 
-than Jews and Heathens, that is, that Baptifin it M£ 
though a Divine Sacrament and Seal of the Covenant, 
■is of no value, till it be confirmed and ratified by a 
iiuman Independent»Covenant. "^ - 

6. lobferve, thatif the Chriftian Church be founds 
^d on a Divine Coverianft^ on that new Covenant, which 
-God hath made with Mankind in Chrift, then there 
is but one Church of which all Chriftians are mem- 
*bets^ as there is but one Covenant into which we are 
vAl admktcd^ by Baptifch. - For the Church and the 
CdvenanP rfiuft be of an cqualextent. There can be 
but one Church founded upon one Covenant, and all 
Avho have an intercft in the fame Covenant , are 
members of -the fame Church. - \ - 

And therefore^ tbo the diftance of place , and the 
neceffities and conveniences of Worfhip and Difci- 
pline, may, and has divided the Church into feveral 
parts and members, and particular Churches, yet the 
Church cannot be divided into two ormore dillin^ 
and feparate Churches, for that deftroys the unity of 
the Cnurch: and unlefs they could divide the Co- 
venant alio, two Churches, which are not members 
^f each other^ cannot partake in 4he iame Covenant, 
but the guilty Divider forfeits his interdft in the Co- 
venant without a new grant. ! . J / 

A Prince indeed may grant the iame Charter • to fe- 
veral diftinft Cities and Corporations, but then tiK) 
the matter of the Charter be the fame, their right to 

it 
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it depends ttpon diftioia Grants. But if lit grant a 
Charter for tneEre<9:ingof fuch a Corporation,and con- 
fine his Charter to the members of that Corporation, 
thole who wilfully feparate tiiemfelves from this Cor- 
poration to which this Chartpr was granted, forfeit 
their intercft in the Charter, and muft not think to 
En€t a new diftincft Corporation by the fanie Charter. 

Thus it is here, Go4 Intth made a Covenant of grace 
with Mankind in ChrKlf, and declares that by this one 
Covenaat > he unites ail the Difciples of Oirifl into 
one Body and Chriflian Church, who fliall all par- 
take of the Bleifing^ of this Covenant By Baptifm 
we are all rcceivedinto this Covenant, and admitted 
members of this one Church ; now while we conti- 
nue in the Unity of this Body, it is evident, that we 
have a right to all the Bleflingjs of the Covenant, 
which are promifed to this Body, and to every member 
of it. Buit if we divide our telyes from thiis Body, 
amd iet updiftind and feparate Societies, which we 
call Churches, but which are not members, nor live 
in Comniunion with the one Catholick Church, we 
cannot carry our Right and Title to the Covenant oiit 
6^ the Church virith us. 

The GofpeKCovenant is the common Charter of 
the Chriftian-Church, and if we are not contented to 
en joy thefe Bleilings in common with other Chriftians 
we muft be contented to go without them. For it 
lis not a particular Covenant, which God makes with 
jparticular Separate Churches, but a general Covenant 
made with tne whole Body of Chriftians, as United 
in one Communion , and thereforie that, which no 
particular Church has any iAt^dft in, but as it is ^ 
niemberofthe univerial Chifrch;^- ! "; 

God hath not made any 'Covenant in particular widi 
the Church oi Geneva y o£ France ot England \^ but 
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witft xhe one Body and ClHireh of Chr;n- .« ■ 

g.veus inpartkulafaright to the eiiSlrf'feS 
Vfnant, « that we ob&.e the condiS of thUC^ 

tfue l^hrii^iao Churchqs lo the World, whicKmtr, 

feiffe'^'ft,^ JWO-^^iifed-t* 

and to live in &Z^^!!rT-^J?^''»Xff^:»<»l^ 

n with, 

*■*!*« 

toclj,, 
1 !)si(i«r; 



ft^ioft ■ 



(II) 

or OSia of t iHOnber ) before the Eya citi fee, or the 
Feet canwilk, or thcBltscM bear | and theiiilioft of 
the Eye^ ot Foot, to the Body, 6eei not confifl ift 
ieemg or wilking, but feeing itid Witting ate the 
efisftsof tbisURioR. 

Tius ins Body tolitick, whtrt Men by aflycoft- 
liion Chartier a« United into one Society , they b*. 
come one cdmoion Body, ot one cuiutiiitiioH; aiid 
this gives them tight to Bill tb« priviltdgeS Of that Bo- 
dy, and obliges tMm to All tbi Duties and Office^, 
which th<ii Ghanet requires of thcAi ; but fhould any 
Wan, ivhoisdottegotariyadtaitted iiito this Society, 
^eteddlo' the fame PtivHedges, or do Ibch things, as 
are teqnirtd of thofe, Who are Mdmbers ef (his Body, 
this would be fo far ftom being thought an Aft of 
Commumoii with them , that it would be cenliirtd 
as an itoiiift OfoiipatiOB. Sh«flld'» Man, *ho is no& 
tarn et LmJtii, open his Shop, and drivB a frjae 
as odier Citizens do, ofglvthis Void at a ConufiOtt- 
«»n, and in all other cafes Aft like > Citirtn, this 
wouldBOt^akehittt Citizen-, but an Intruder He 
is a Wreignnr (till, and hU ttreTuniing to Aft like a 
Citizsn, whe^ heiS aotfe, is n» A<a of Contalionlo* 
with t&K &>dy, Of Wfiicb he y BoOnitiiiir, but jaQ- 
ly eiipofes him to cenfuro and (wnllBiheiit. 

ThM M is in «he ChiM:lin Ghm>ch, which is Ode Bo> 
^ i*d8oci«y nftii*a-1iy« ftividf Goveaint. Ont 
l£c»tiaitt«idn with the GfiUtiih ciiieBstnbiiiti nieiit> 
bew «f ttf« Ch«cfi, which »e iiretinide by BaptifiM': 
.TIK enercife ot thi«(!»tnitjiniot< confifis in iUl ttofi 
Offices and Duties^ which ill iftt members' of the 
GftwiA «e bWiged t»,' add which flofte MVe any 
right- t*6Btft**ij-bMi«efi liSifc is"*r4yinE and r«,- - 
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Now fliould any Man who is no member of tht 
Churchy nor owns himfelf to befo, intrude into the 
Church > and Communicate in a<ll holy Offices, this 
can be no more called an hSt of Conununionv than 
, it can be faid to make him a member of the Church, 
jof which he i$ no member, and refolved not to be: 
Prayers, and receiving tlie Sacraments^ ®r. are AAs 
of Communion i^ when performed by Ghureh^^memr 
/bers in the Communion of the Church ; but they arc 
00 Ads of Communion^ when performed by thoie, 
who are no Churchrmembers , tho to (ttvt a turn, 
they thruft themielves into the Society of the Church. 
As for Inftance, fuppoie a member of a Presbyte- 
rian, or Independant Conventicle, fliould, for reaions 
beft known to himfelf, at fome critical time, come 
to his P^rifli Church , and there hear the Commons- 
Prayer^ and Sermon, and receive the Lords Supper, 
according to the order of th^ Church of England^ 
does this make this Man a niember of the Church of 
England^ with which he never Communicated before, 
and it is likely « will never da aggin? If it does not, 
all this is np Aft of Communipa, whick can be only 
between the members of the fame Body. 

So that to be in Ctuirch-Communioq, does not fig*- 
nifie, meerly to perform ibme fuch A6ls, which are 
Afts of Commumon in the members of the Church, 
Jbutfmce the decay of Church Difcipline,, mayfome- 
times be performed by tboie„ who are not members, 
whicli is iuch an abufe, as would not have been allow* 
ed in the Primitive Churchy who denyed their Conif 
munioa to Schifmaticks, as well as to the £xcommu« 
nicate iqpon other accounts: . but to be iaCburchO>m- 
aunioa fignifies to be a member of the Church, to 
be Embodyed and Incorporated with u^ and (fuppofe. 
that means,^ every one knbWs,, who underftands 
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what it is iro be a member of any Society, of a City, 
or any Inferior Corporatioa ;. which confifls of Privi- 
ledge and Duty, and requires ail thofe^ wlio will en^ 
joy the benefits of fuch a Society, todifcharge tlieir 
reipeAive trulls and obligations. 

To be in Communion with^ or to* be a member of 
the Church) includes a Right and Title to all thole. 
Blelfings, which God hath promifed to his Church , 
and an obligation to all the Duties and Offices of 
.Church Society ; as SubjcnElion to» the Authority, In^* 
ftrudtions, Cenfures of the* Church*} a Communion 
^ in Prayers, and Sacramems, and other Religious Of* 
' fices, and he who defpifes the Authority, or dcftroys. 
the Unity of the Church, renounces his member/hip 
and Communion with it. Thefe things areextreamly 
plaia,:.and: though Men- niay cavil for dtfputes fake, 
yet /nuift needs convince them, that no Man is in 
CQmmuntoft with a Church, which he is not ameni* 
berof, tho ttvou^h the defefb of Difcipline, hefhould 
fometimes be aomitted to feme A£l: of Communion* 
with it ; and I Ihall obferve fome few things from, hence 
of great ufe. 

I. That ChurcH'Communion primarily and prin- 
cipa-lly refpefts the univerfal Church, not any parti- 
cular Church or Society of Chriftians. For to-be 
in Church-Communion l^nlfies to be a member of the 
Church, or Body ofChritl, which is but one'^all the 
'World oven Church Comnumion does not confillrin' 
particulate A£b of Comnmnion, which can be perform- 
ed only among thofe, who are prelent, and Neighs 
boursto each other, butia-meoiberihip: now a mem^ 
ber k a member of the whole Body, (not meerly of 
aay part of it,) how large foever the Body be; All 
the Sub^edh of England;, thole, who live at St. Da^ 
vids^ and thofe at TarmoutAr who never &w, nor con^ 

vent 
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wrft with each othcr^ arc. all members of the fame 
JCingdom^ and by the fame reafon, this memberihip 
may extend to the remotcft part of the World, if the 
Body, lyhereof we are members, reach fo far. 

And therefore we may obferve, that Baptifin, which 
is the Sacrament of opr Admti&on into the Covenant 
o£ Cod, and the Commuidion of the Church, does 
not make us members of any particular Church, as 
fuch, but of the Univtrial Church ; and I obiervedbe* 
fof e, that* a Church^ftate, which is the fame thing ^ 
with Church-Cc^munidn, is founded.only oma Divine 
Gbvenant; and therefore itnce there is no other Di«- 
vibe Covenant to make' usmiefnbers of "{particular 
Churches, as diftingutiht from tl!ieUniverfal Churchy 
fuch particular Church-memberfliip.is: at beft but a hu- 
man Invention, anid iodised nothing eUe but ar;S^ifni 
from the Univer&l Cbmrcli : whicholonb, if well ooitifi- 
dered, is a fufiicient confutation 61 liidependency,which 
is a particular Church^tate,.' as did^ngvi&c from all 
^tther Churches and Socieiiiesof Chriftians. c- 
mu. t obferve •:fuixh«r^^tfaiat. thb iht exereife of 
Church Communion, as to moft of the paiticular £)fap> 
tries, and Offices of it, mAht confined toa: particular 
Church and Congregation .( for we eamiot Aiftuiily 
jay n in the Conrniumon .of Prayers and Sacramtdts:, 
^'c but .with fome. paisknlar Churdi } yec every 
Mk of Chriflian CoiAmupido,. tfaou^ penoitned iit 
ibnie partiicixkir Ghmroki,' is' and: muH be aa ASt of 
Coivimwion with the w^hoteCathoKcfa Churchy Piay* 
i^, and Hearing, and re^eii'ini^ the: Lords Sdpper 
Mgceher, does pot mari»ius:more iii Comnranion.wicb 
the Chmrcli of E^giamly 'ttim with^any ochei trin and 
CIhthod6x ! part -'61 tiief*X]liai|^ tha in the Resio^ 
petts of ttoe • Wbr4A llw exbdft/of trud: Oiriftiafci 
Cotmrnvni^Bi in . a pavtiffuUr. Chwdi}, is^ nothing ^ 
. - but 
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but the fxadb of Catholidt Commuolon id » parri^ 
ailjr Cfwitcli, which the litceffity pf affiles rjqiuies, 
fiiiceaiUhe Chriftians in th^WprWcannat^mset to- 
gether fcrAas of Wotftip:! But there is nothing -ill' 
^U thefc Ads of Cotnq»uiilon, whjchdoes morepeculin 
arly Unite us to fiich a particular Church, thab to the 
wlidle Chtiftiao Church. 

When we j*ay 't<«ethM to Q^i, we Htajf. to him 

ii the. OwMBOtt Father of. aJlChriftianr, ledr ikinot 

shalleQge any BecuUat,i«erett: in him, .»s meajbets of 

fiKh a particijlar Church, but as nvetuhers of the 

\ybois Bpdy o£ Chrift,:,when \>^e. Vray in. the Name 

^rChrift «!e <;QapE;r'hiip^5 t,tiq gi«at Ijlighifirit^ 

aiici S»iiioi)r of theBwfe wn,0:jowfffuH5i!J(|t«r<rtBh 

kf tlie whole Clwctt. aflc^ fen us »s meiafcets of the 

CniverfalChiirchi' 'And'weQfftifup-oHr.PrioiOsand 

ThMkjgivilK, not oobffpj bw l^l>';es4iiiiih(&, *ho 

drenrelEBr, %;ftr all;Phr4^6q,^l|,the,WerWo«er,a». 

«ur?eJjQWihj9oih«5,ap,4K,9}'i)iS>,5H'PWW*»h«ri!i^^ 

trueft (lotiflnjOfCommjinionotPfityersf^, for Praying, 

withopeaiiathfil, is only in, otder(;9; Praying for oaa 

fs:»tq,sa BXBtcife of 

HePrayj.joithe.fcnji 

^ritfi mi. Afciliatifflh 

id'^Bdaemeri fbr che- 

&mecaQ)moaBl«mng;,, Imoui; fe(«esi, andthewholt 

ehflmanChfflsS,, i , , , .. 

TlMis,when.weRi5et jf>get"ber i(ij^(llst)«iie-tljcSup» 
^r ^f ojii LopI, , \^,dO; uot.flipit, * afc»i jBiuatpSap 
i& but as.at tile comn^n.F^ift;, »f ^Jlwiftjans: arid. 
jierefqfe it is.npt ail Afl .ofip^rijcula^ ChurcfeFoUoii* 
ftigi'biit. otCatjiolick-Coujfluni^n. Xbe Support 
our , 'Lord, (Jftfj got-ifgni(Be,,af)yl;0|hs5 Wat oEUtiiott- 
add't^onfe^eration between th^fe ^ighb^UTifphxifiian^ 
who> receive together in the fame Churchy, than with 
, the. 
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the whole Body bf Chrift. The Sacramerrtal Bread 
fignifics and reprefcnts all thofe, for whom Chrift 
died, that one Myftical Body, for which he Offered 
his Natural Body , which is the Univerfal Chijrch j 
and our eating of this Bread fignifies our Union to 
this Body of Chrift, and therefore is confidered, as 
an Aft of true CathoUck, not of a particular Church- 
Communion. And the Sacramental Cup is the Blood 
of the New Teftament, and therefore reprefents our 
Communion in all the Bleflings of the Covenant, and 
with all thofe, who are thus in Covenant with God. 
So that there is nothing particular in this Feaft, to 
Oiake it a private Feaft, or an Aft of Communion 
with a particular Church , tronfidered as particular , 
but it is the common Feaft of Chriftians, and an Aft 
of Cathoiick Cdmmunion. 

i Which by the way plainly ihews, how groundleft 
that fauple is againft mixt Communions^ that Men ' 
think themlelves defiled by receiving the Lords Sup- 
per with Men, who are vicious. For tho it is a great 
defeft in Difcipline, and a great reproach to the 
Chriftian Profemon, when wicked Men are not cen-' 
fured, and removed from Chriftian Commiiriion, yet 
they may as well pretend, tliat their Communion is' 
defiled by bad Men, who Communicate in any other 
parf of the Church, or any other Congregation^ as 
m that, in which they Jive and Comniunicate ^ For 
this holy Feaft fi^hiftes no other Communion between 
them, who receive at the fame time, and in the fame 
Company, than it does with all fmcere parts of the 
Chriftian Church, It is not a Communion with any 
Perfons confidered as prefent, but it is a Commuhioo 
;wirii the Body of Chrift and all true member? of it^ 
.whether preieiM: or abfent. 

• Thofe 
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Thofe who fcparate frora a National Church for the 
fake of corrupt profeflbrs, though they could form a 
Society as pure and holy, as they feem to defire, yet 
are Schifmaticks in it, becaufe they confine /their 
Communion to their own feied: Company, and Exclude 
the whole Body rf Chriftians all the World over, out 
of it ; their Communion is no larger than their ga- 
thered Church, for if it be, then they muft ftill Com- 
municate with thofe Churches , which have corrupt 
members, as all vifible Churches on Earth have, (un- 
lefs we w^ill except Independents, becaufe they have 
the confidence to except themfelvesi) and then their 
Separation does not Anlwer its end^ which is to avoid 
fuch corrupt Communions ; and yet if they do confine 
their Communion to their own gathered Churches, 
they are Schifmaticks in dividing themfelves from 
the Body of Chriftians ; and all their Prayers ancf 
Sacraments are not A&s of CKriftian Communion, 
but a Schifmatical Combination. 

This does not prove indeed, that particular Churclies 
are not bound to reform themfelves, and to preferve 
their own Communion pure from corrupt members, 
unlefs all the Churches in the World, will do fo too ; 
becaufe every particular Church , whether Diocefen, 
or National, has power to reform its own members, 
and is accountable to God for fuch neglefts of Dit 
cipline: but it does prove, that jio Church without 
the guilt of Schifm, can renounce Communion with 
other Chriftian Churches , or fet up a diftindt and 
feparate Communion of its own, for the fake of fucli 
corrupt members J which was the pretence of the iST^- 
vatian and Danatifi Schifm of Old , and is fo of 
the Independent Schifm, at this day. 

3. I obferve further, that our obligation to main- 
tain Communion with a particular Church , wholly 

D refults 
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reftilts from our obligation to Catholick CommUmon. 
The only rcafdn why I am bound to live in Commu- 
nion with any parti€ular Church, is becaufe I am a 
member of-the wiiole Chriftian Church, which is the 
Body of Chrift, and therefore muft live in Gommir- 
nion with the Chriftian Church j and yet it is Impair 
fibie to live in Communion with the whole Chriftian 
Church, without Adual Communion with fome part 
of it ; when I am in fuch a place, where tliere is a 
vifible Chriftian Church j as no member can be Uni- 
ted to tlie Natural Body, without its being United to 
fome part of the Body, for the Union ami Commu- 
nion of the whole Body confifts in the Union of all 
its parts to each other. " 

Every Aft of Chriftian Communion, though per- 
formed in a particular Church, or Congregation, is 
not properly an Adt of particular Church-Comimii. 
nion , but is the exercife of Communion with the 
whole Church and Body of Chrift, as I have already 
proved ; but it can be no Aft of Communion atull, 
if it be ftot performed in the Communion of the 
Church, which it cannot be, unlefs it be performad 
in the Communion of fome particular Church. And 
this is the only obligation, I know of, to Commu- 
nion with any particular Church , that as I am a 
Chr,iftian, I am a member of the Body and Church 
of Chrift, and in a State of Communion, and there** 
fore am bound to maintain Aftual Communion with 
the Chriftian Churchy where-ever I find it, and by 
Communicating with the Church, wherein T live, if 
it be a Sound and Orthodox Member of the Chriftian 
Church, I maintain Communion wkh the whole 
Catholick Church, which is but one Body. ^ - 

So that here is no choice, what Church we will 

Communicate with, for there is but one Church all 

^m ' the 
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the World over, with which we muft Commuokaife $ > 

ftnd therefore we havenothiogelfetodo, buttojudge, 
whether that part of the Church, wherein we live, 
be fo Sound and Orthodox, that we may Communi- 
cate with it according to tbe Principles of CathoUck 
Communion; and if it be, we are bound to Commu- 
nicate with it, under Pml of Schifm from the Catho^* 
lick Chm'ch, if we do not 

4. From hence we may plainly learn the true no- 
tion of a Separate Communion, and Separate Churcfi. 
For fome Men feem to be greatly fenfibie of the fm 
and.mifchief of Schifm and Separation, but then they 
uie great art, fo to confound the notion of Separation, 
as that neither they themfelves^ nor any one elfe, ihaU 
ever be aible to underftand what it is.whereas if they will 
aUow, that there is, or ever can be, any fuch thing 
lE^eparatidn from the Church, it is as eafie to under- 
ftand, what Separation is, as what it is for a mem* 
•^bct to be divided from the Body. 

For if there be but one Church, and one Commu- 
nion^ of which all true Chriilians, and Chriflian 
Churches, are, or ought to be meml)ers , then thole 
Churches , which are not members of each other, 
are Separate Churches. It is not enough indeed to 
prove a Separation, that two Congregations meet in 
feveral places for Worfiiip, for this is jdone by all the 
Pariih^Qmrches of England^ who are in the fame 
Communion , but yet hold diftinfl: and Separate Af- 
femblies, astoLoqal Separation. . Nor is it.fufficient 
to prove, that there is no Separation, • becaufe thefe 
di^nii^ Qiurches agree in all the Articles of Faith, 
and re^ntials of worfhip.; For thus the Novatiuns 
and Donatifij JUd^ who yet were Schifmaticks from 
tlie Catholick Church. But where there are two 
-Churches, which are inot members of each other, 

D z there 
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rtl^re is a Schifm,tho they agree in every thing elfe, but 
,ia. one "Comrjiunion J and where Churches own each 
others .CommuniQn, as. members of the fame Body, 
there is no Schifny,though they are as diftant from each 
other in place, as Eafl aad Weft. 

And it is as eafie to underftand, what it is for two 
Churches to be members of each .other ; but to make 
this as plain, as I can, and as far, as it is poflible, . to 
prevent all Evafions , and Subterfuges , I ihalllay 
down fome few rules according to the Principles ofCa- 
tholick Communion, whereby we may certainly know, 
what Churches are in Communion with each other, 
and which are Separate and Schifmatical Conventicles. 
!• There muft be but one Church, in one place, 
according to that Ancient Rule of the Catholick 
Church, that there muft be but one Bifliop in a City ; 
and this was obferved in the Apoftolical times, that 
in. tlie greateft and moft Populous Cities, and where 
there were the greateft number of Converts, yet there 
was but one Church , fuch as Jerufalem , Antioch , 
Ephefus^.&ic. this is acknowledged by the Indepen- 
dejits themfelves , who endeavour hence to prove, 
that there were na more Chriftians in any of thofe 
Cities, than could meet together in one place for Afts 
.of Worfhip, ' which is a mighty groundlefe Suraiife, 
and not much for the credit of the Chriftian Church, 
• as has been often fliewn by learned Men, both Epil^ 
copal and Presbyterian Divines. 

And there is an evident reafon, why this fhould be 
fo, becaufe there is no other Rule of Catholick Com- 
munion for private Chriftians, but to Communicate 
in all Religious Offices, and all Ads of Government 
and Difciplitie , with thoie Chriftians , with whom' 
they live j for to renounte the ordinary Communion 
of any Chriftians, or true Chriftian Church, is to di- 
vide 
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. vide the Unity and Communion of the Church, and to 
. withdraw our felves from ordinary Communion witii 
the Church, in which we live, into diftind and Sepa- 
rate Societies for Worfhip, is to renounce their Com- 
munion ; and when there is not a neceffary caufe for it, 
is a Schiimaticai Separation. 

. So that diftinft and particular Churches, which are ia 
Communion with each other, muft have their diftinft 
bounds and limits, as every member has its Natural 
and proper place and fituation in the Body. But 
when there is one Church within the Bowels of ano- 
ther, a new Church gathered out of a Church already 
cpnllituted ; and formed into a diftind: acid Separate 
Society, this divides Chriftiaii Communion, and is a 
notorious Schifoi* Thefe Churches cannot be mem- 
bers of each other, becaufe they ought to be but one 
Church,, and therefore to form and gather a new 
Church, is to divide and Separate the members of the 
fame Church from each other. 

This is the plain cafe of the Presbyterian and- In- 
dependent Churches, and thofe other Conventicles of 
Seftaries, which are among us; they are Churches 
in a Church, Churches formed out of the Natiohal 
Church, by which means Chriftians, who live toge- 
ther, refufe to Worfhip God in the fame Aflemblies, 
and have bitter Envyings and Contentions, for the 
Honour and Purity of their feveral Churches. 
- If all Chriftians are members of the one Body of Chrift, 
nothing can juftifie the diftindion of Cliriftians into 
feveral Churdies, but only fuch a; diftance of place, 
as makes it neceflary and expedient to put them^ un- 
der the Condudt and Government of feveral Bifliops, 
for the great Edification of the Church, in the more 
cafie and regular Adminiftration of Difcipline , and 
all holy Offices j and therefore nothing can juftifie 

the: 
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-^^the gathering of a Church out of a Chriftian Church, 
and dividing Neighbour Chriftians into diftind: Cora- 
jnunions. 

Churches at a diftance may be diftind Churches 
under their diftind Biftiops, but yet in the fame Com- 
munion j but diftinft Churches in the fame place can 
never be of the fame Communion, for tlien they would 
Naturally Unite and Cement into one. There muft 
either bfe Antibi&ops, or Schifmatical Presbyters, fet 
up in oppofition to their Biihops, under different and 
oppofite Rules of Worihip and Difcipline, which makes 
them Rival and oppofite Churches, not members of 
each other. From hence I think, it plainly appears, 
that all Separation from a Chwrch, wherein we livfe, 
unlefe there be neceffary reafons for it , is Schifm j 
and we cannot juftifie luch diftind Churches within 
one another , from the examples of other diftinft 
"Churches, whofe bounds, and limits, and jurifdidi- 
on alfo, are diftinft and feparate. 

2^ It is plain, thofe are Separate Churches, which 
divide from the Communion of any Church, from any 
-diflike of its Dodrme, Government, or Worfliip, for 
in this cafe, it is plain, they leave the Church ,'and 
form themfelves into a new Church, out of the Com- 
munion of the Church, from whence they went, be* 
caulib they did not think it fafe to continue one Body 
with it. 

This has often made me wonder,, what thofe Men 
mean, who take all occafions to quarrel at our Con* 
ftitution, and adign a great many reafons, why they 
cannot Communicate with us, and yet at the fame 
time will not own,that they have made any Separation 
from us. What middle ftate now flialf we find for thefe 
• Men, who will neither continue in the Church, nor 
allow themfelves to be out ofit? - 

It 
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Ift is poffible for two particular Churches to be in ^ 
Communion with each other, and yet not Adhially 
to Communicate together, becaufe diftance of place : 
will not permit it; but for two Churches to renounce 
each.others Communion, or at lead to withdraw or- 
dinary Communion from each other, from a profeHed . 
diflike, and yet dill to continue in a ftate of Com- 
munion with one another, is a down right contradiAi* 
on. To be in Conimunion is to be members of. the 
fame Body and Society, and he that can prove^ and ; 
he that can believe, two oppofite Societies, founded 
upon contrary principles, and Ading by contrary 
Rules, and purfuing contrary ends, to the Ruin and ^ 
Subverfion of each other, to be the fame Body, and. 
the fame Society, are very wonderful Men to me. 

J. Thofeare Separate Churches, whodonotowri . 
each others members , as their own Aftual Com- 
munion during our refidence in any certain place, ^ 
mud be confined to that particular Church, in which 
we livc^ if it be a found part of the Chriftian Church ; ^ 
but Churcb-memberfhip is not confined to any paiti- ^ 
cular Church. 1 am nootherwife a member or any . 
particular Church, then I am of tiie Univerfal Church, 
which gives me a right of Meraberiliip and Commu- . 
nion in alltheparticularChurches of the World. Now . 
I would ask whether every Baptized Chriftian, who 
by Baptifm is made a member of the CathoHck ^ 
Qiurch, and has not forfeited this right by a Scanda- > 
lous life , be ipfe fa£lo a member of an Independent 
Church ; if he be not (as it is plain, by the conftitu- . 
tion of Independency, he Is not^ for Independent . 
Church-memberfbip is not founded on Baptifm, but 
on a particular Church-Cdvenaat j) then Independen- . 
cy is a Separate Communion from the Catholick . 
Church J for the members of the Catholick Church 

are 
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are not by being To, made the members of an Inde- 
pendent Church, and therefore an Independent Church 
is a diflindl and ieparate Body from the Catholick- 
Church. 

Nay I would know whether a member of one In- 
dependent Church by being fo, becomes a member of 
another Indq)endent Church;, if he does not, as it is 
plain, he don't, (for every Independent Church is 
tbuoded upon a particular Church-Covenant between 
fuch a. particular Pallor and particular members) then 
every fai^epcndent Church is a diftinft and Separate 
B6dy from all other Independent Churches, and fo 
the^ are all Schifinaticks to each other, as not preier- 
vii^ the Unity of the Body. 

And tho Independent Churches (hould be (b civil. 
po each other, as to admit each others members to 
Ibme AGts of Communion, yet this is matter of cour- 
tefie,. not of right, and therefore their conflitutioh is 
SchifoiaticaL It is like two Neighbour Families, 
which hold good correipoQdence with each other, and 
often vifit one another, and Eat, and Drink fogether, 
but yet remain very diftind: Families , and have all 
their concerns apart and feparate. But th^ Chriftian 
Church is but one Houihold and Family, and who- 
ever makes twoTamilies of it, is a Schifmatick. 

Thus let me ask, whether the Epifcopal, and Pres- 
byterian Churches in the fame Chriftian Kingdom, 
be one Church, and members of each other, and own 
each others members, as fuch, to be member^of their 
own Bqdy and Church j If they do not,' as it is evi- 
dent they don't,from their holding diftinft and feparate 
Aflemblies, under a diftinA kind and fpecies of Govern* 
ment, which both of them aflert to be ihftituted by 
Chrift, and to be eflential to the conftitution of the 
Church, from their forming themfelves into diftiaA Bo- 
dies, 
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te, %naeS different OovcrnotSi- which haVfetfoCom* 
miinibn,^ as fuch with eaihr otlfei^, (which yet is efktr 
tial to the Cdnimunion dF particiilar Churches, that 
their Governors ihould be in Communion with each 
other) from their Condemning each others confti- 
tution , and particular niodes -of Wbffhip , and their 
great enjlpayours to draw away members from each 
other; which heceflarily fuppofes, that they do hot 
look upon each others members, as their own. I 
fay, if from thefe considerations it appears^ that they 
are not, and do not think them(eiv6s td be, one Body, 
nor'tiiembers of each other, th^- th^ are two Sepa- 
rate Churches, and the Church, which makes the ie- 
paration is the Schifinatick. 

And indeed we may as well fay,^ that a Monarcliy, 
and Afiftotracy;, and Democracy i^ the feme Nation, 
with thei4d diCdnSt GovernbUrs, and diftindi: Subjefts, 
and diftinft Laws, that are always at Enmity and; 
War With each other, are but one Kingdom, as to 
aflert, that the Epifcopal and Presbyterian Churches 
in Englam/^ arc but one Church* 
' 1^. The laft thing to be explained, is, what is meant 
by fixt or conitant, and by occaftonal Communion.: 
Now this is a queftion, which would grievoufly have 
pazVd St Cyprian and St. Aufth and other Ancient 
Flathers^ wno never heard but df one fort of Commu« 
nibn. For indeed there is no place for this diflin&i- 
on of conftarit and occafional Communion, according 
to the Principles of Catholick Communion. To be in 
Communion with the Church, is to be a member of 
the Church, and I take it for granted^ that a member 
iignifies a fixt and conftant, not an occafional mcoh 
ber ; not a member, which is one day a member, and 
the; next day upon his o^n voluntary choice is no 
men:d)er, which is a member or no member, juft as 
^ . E occaiioh 
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eecAftcmtimcs.' And iC Chi»rch-^ieint?er%']^ be a ficr, 
and coBftant rf^ation, ^aJti^lTcoafidered^theo. the 
Duties oftiiis rela<i<»i are fixt andcoofiant al(6. . And 
therefore for the uiidei#Qdixig of tl^fe Terms, which 
were unkoawn to Aadi^tv » we muft confult the 
ineaoii]|gt)f our Mpfleffq iVuthor«» who were the Stfi 
Inventors of thetn. i .- 

Now byfixtOxmnumonthqr mean an Adtualandf 
conflant Communicating with ibme one . .particular 
Church, as fixt members of it f occa^onal Communi- 
on is to Pray, ^nd Heajr» and receive ehe; Sacrament,. 
at ibme other Ch|ir<^, (of wluch t|iey ^ not own 
themfelves to be members) as occafion ferves ; that i^ 
either to gratifie their own Curioitty, or to ferve.ibme 
^ularend, or to^ivoid thelm^tatloaof Schuip* 

Now thiii dillia^n i» owiilg to fuc^ jprindples, 
as I have evidently provfsd to be very , great mi-^ 
flakes. " ; , ; ' ' 

For if to be in Communioa wi<^ the Chu^ 
to be a. member of it, and that not of any particular 
Church, as diftihguiilit&oni the whole -Qitholtcic 
ChtKchy but to be a iii«iid>^ of the one ficdy c^^huil;, 
and of every fi>und p^N^t of. it ; then q^ Cotamunioa- 
with the Church is asr fvtt, as our relation aiKl mem^ 
berihipis, and I think oo Mai^ who underftaadshim» 
id4 will calk of aO(Oi;cafiQnai member. ,. ^ ' .1 
• If; no Man can fei«^p any A^ of Cbmmunaon wick 
a^Church, of wm^ he is no member (iiooeall A^ 
o£ CommuQicMii have a necedOuy relartion to a. Aata 
«f Communion, and that, which i& an. Ad of Com«» 
maobn^ in a. member,, is. op A^; o^; Communioi^ 
whent Informed by him,, who^ is^ ^member, «s S 
Eive already prov^) then it is as p^m^ a contradi^i<« 
en to talk of an ocifafional AA of Communion ^. as 
ff occaiiofial memberihip i. and theE«r ttn be no {Jace 

for 
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Iff octafimat €6^mimi0ffi With a Ghtti^h^ 6f w»hieh 
weianao-tnAnbe^, tml^ WieWilt (»% thit a Mdn; 
w&o istioCtaCofA(hiim<M»j ^y te^reiie A(9sorConi^ 
ttudido wiiti tbd Cbor€h/- * ' 

If all the Ads «if Chriftiafi Comtffiiinioii, which 
1kfy6di GhMtan Wor^p, fuch as Prayer , receivihg 
^:Lo«is.'Supper)><&^.' tho pttfbttiied iha fzttitabii 
Ghiisdiy be^A<Stf' A^s-IHe^^iy-of a iparitetilar Chi^rch- 
Cotnin^umi bai«f CdthohcikCtaimmuflt^bAy witbfthd 
whoia Chi^iaitf'<t%utr6h, and every found' part ofit^ 
tfasn ffreN* trui <k^olick Oltifthtn» is not only in ^ 
felqiftfltifof Cotti^iKuii6»'#ith:«be Cai^hofick Churchy 
but lives inasconftant an ei^ilfe ^ Chtiniatt Chxti* 
tttcudqamiiK^ai SOttnd'^iifd' C>ttHbd6t Chttrehes,' a^he 
does witfaf chacChs^ch, irf wMch he lives i for everV 
A€tcf?rodkipi wM«hi»an Aft of Gomnmnioi^ With 
tbie paxti.&Att' Cfatirdh j iH "which it is', fufrfbrmed (if 
that Ohureh hiclfil Cathdlidlf Cltyrtimutiidri) is aii A^ 
Of Gafotmuikilf ^^thfe whdle Catfiolick Church' , 
and t|ieitfor« ^ very ^ytsteift of Chfiftian Coiiihio- 
wnOf is> equity 4^ amd cooftant, of equally occa^o- 
oafc wittv tbfrMTtMltt-'GathOficIf Chuith.^ 
<. Tiietfe is-a«dft'i(^dite(f, ^^he^eln we' ihay be iaid 
tot b^ anmbeiv of dtie' fhirieidilaf Church confidered 
astdidiinA ftcifib afi dtheif partidtilar Churches, but 
that prindpally cb^Affils in GdVehiMent andixrcipline ; 
every' ChriiUm> is tt membet of the whole Chrijiiari 
Church,' afld^da'Gbttimuhion' With it, but he is'uri- 
der the imliadiflKe Iiii&UiElion sM Government of his 
o^aBiflfof)^ ttld:Pi:^l!>yter$, aifd is bound to Perfori- 
td[ Conaaudioa^Mi them; and thls^ copftitiitesa 
ItmkoteP Church, in Which all Ads of Worfhip, and 
attiAdv ci t)iiGi|>litle' aitd Goyerhiktent, are under tb&' 
dkaaBxao^Mi' doddud of a tarttcblai^ fiifliop. And 
^vlKn^NeigHb<xi^ HiXbopit uflud into dne Body; an^T 
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agree upon fiMBe;>9>9uno9 Rules of GkArdmtnenr, and 

tbe Ac^ini^r^ipii <>^ ReHgious Offices, this makev 

them a Patriarchal or National Churcln and thus br 

iubfflitting to the Governmept and DlfcipUfie of fum 

particular or united Bifliops, we become members of 

aDlocelan or National Church^ con/ideredas diftiodr 

firoffl other Diocelaa or National Cburche^^Sut^ tbi&dbcb 

not confine our Chorch-memttei'ibip ^Q;^i\atouik>(# 

to fuch a psirtUulai- Church, thoit firidly oblige us to 

conform to theWorfliip, andDifiuplhie^ aod.XSovernv 

ment of that Churchy wherein we Jlve^ . wl^9 it ioi-i 

pofes nothing on us; tncon|ii^t^witlv..tjiQjt^dplea 

of CatbolickCpmmuniooi. ;, .. .r -f.. ^j, ; ij 

But ,tHo particular Chriitians Are ttiofs pecutiarty. j 

obligedtoobferye the Rites and U Aiges, and -to ful>< ^ 

out to tt^ (Sovo'Hmeat and Difqplhie pf ' the Churclv 
wherein they live, and to mai.nt«ifi> Fjei^fon*! Cota-i 
mumon ,with it^ (and>q;>on':this^cco9QKim»3r!Jn.a5pe4 
culiar manner be- called the <nif oob^rs (^ that Chuith)) 
^et every Ad of CommuniQ9 perfornned i(hJthii)pa& 
ticular Church is an Adfcof Catho^k Conjmiit^oa^. 
and an exercife of Chrij^ian Qynqsi^ruon with 'die 
Y^hole.Church» and every ibundpait of >itvi Bafiifin 
makes us members of^ the wholeQhuv^rsndgivetf 
us a right to Ciommimion with evcay (bAudpart oFit; 
every AA- of Chridian Cpnimunion in! a< jparticukuT' 
Church is. a vertual ^Communion iiviithi. the whole' 
Church, with all particular Churithes,; wftmh Jive in> 
Communion with each other ; and notwithftanding my. 
relation to a particular Church, by my confiant /Sode* 
and Habitation. init,, when ever Ltravel into any other; 
Church, I. Communicate with them as a member j^ 
fp thiat wherever I Communicate, . \v^echc»:; irtb Ait 
Churcli, . in whkh t-ufually-liye, or in any..otheB jftad-* 
^ular Qiurch,, wl^ere; IJuni acctde(tta|lx |^re(eltt,rmy- 

Com«- 



Commumott is of the fame Nature, thatis^ I Cdm««^ 
municate as a member of the C^hurch, and it is Tin-^ 
poifible^ I ihould Comfflubiciate otherwife ; for I hivd 
^ no right to Communion, but as a member, and no-* 
thing I can do, can be an Aft of Communion , if t 
be not, and danotown^my felf to be a member. 

Afid yet this^ is the occafioa of this miftake about 
;Fixt and OccaHonal Commdnion; chat according to 
the Laws of our Church, which are founded on great 
and wife reaibns, and indeed according to the Laws 
of CaihoUck Commfsiion, every Chriftian is bound^ 
to Communicate with diatpas't of the Cburdn w4iere^ 
in he fives ; now Men tnay have Houfei ffi ^iflereilf 
Pariihes, or diftinft Dioceues, or may Travel into o- 
tbbr part^ of the Country, and Communicate With' 
theChurdies, which they* find k thole pliEicte, where 
they are, or they may KAnedmes go* to PAyers, or 
hear a '>Semron,^ 6r receive the Lordi Supper ar 
another Par^Church ; now our ordinary Coni^^ 
iriunion with) thofe Churches, where our conftant 
Abode is, may be called conftint Communion, /and 
ourGomiinuiiion with^thofeiGhurch^ 'which we ac^ 
€ideni»ity;vi(it, and Oom^nunicate wkh, imay be cat-< 
led occaiional Comniunion;' and all this without 
Schifm, becaufe we (iill Communicate » either with- 
the fame National Church , or {which is often the 
cafe jG)f Traveller:^) with fome other iburid part of the 
Catbolick Church ^ of which we are alio members, 
and for ftill keep in the iame Communion,' and'Com^ 
municate with-no-Chuifches,. but thofe, of which we 
own our feives. methbers; as being ali in the fame 
Communion:; as being. either fincere members of the 
National or Cacholiek Church. 

. Fromt hence our Diflenters Conclude , that thieir 
Communion witiL an Independent^ or Presbyterian ^ 

Church, , 
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Cbfott^ of; wM<h ^W |>rofe6 tbemielVQs fat metn* 
beis»iis asr.a>niU9C viiib-cb^iE <tccftfioaal Coomni- 
oioii with the Cbiudk <^; Enf^dt when td ftrve ibtne 
nelent turo, they hear the Prayers, and receive the 
^craments with us; as our fixt Commmfioo with 
our Pariih-Churdbies is, with our occaHonal Comma* 
moa^ with . other PariAr^ucches; which no Body 
aocouots Scjiikinj^ tho whca it is too frequeitt and 
caoieleis, it is a great diibidqr. 

But the di£[eren«e betweckHheletwoisvaflJygrea^ 
ior.iB the li\t^<9Sii ytfi omljf CoaManwaiirafifr wjch ihtib 
C^uocbcas, whictt are lyui.ut C<mimi»ioit sdtfa €a({if 
^^,: lA^ therc^r^ IkV who m?^ mcmbeeioB ode^ 
is a fluember of thesa 931 , .and! CoiniauniaateS' with 
th^, wherevet h9 is^ as a meitiber^ But he, whd 
is j^ 4xt^P«PBt)Ki!9f .il :£f{|sl»)ftlBriaa') .01; laidependeofl 
<;;hui^^ '^flDI»t (CqQ>^Wit»i|e- io-nradsas oco^ 
% wic^ :th9<;Chiirchi og <^jb»</| asrftmeiiiber,W 
cau^ M is a joaemb^r 90t onl;^ ei* an«iha('^iticukr 

bttt^of ^^fpoiatf C^di^r f^ it isiolpQ^&le forany 
Maio, w|i9 iSfOao with. W^lf^ ^<> be a ipenxberof 
t^iepara|f!Chu»;he$«i:and whatever AAsiof Wo^flrip 
ve j(^9'i^ fi^ :;<«^rrCbtttthesr^ of wbicb we 
are na moiaibeiii^: tb/^ are oitM: propedy'iV&9af Colnh 

Having thi^pneouffd the npldcattioifeof.diefeterffls^ 
whgfi. is);^?ieao>i,(ft5rT,4l*rf^, and/ whaiiiis JtteaBt ^ 
Chunb^ttimiimmi^ m^:^^ is m^anti By'i^oi «# 
Ctui^'9>0ft :aqiA *ffi^f/h^ CmitiMm»4t\» iighi uxlder* 
danding; of, thefe thto^„ wtU make it Veiy ' eafie tw 
xefohre fhc^e' cafes^ wtueh Immediafely refpod; 
ChuTehrCetmmunioii^nd I IhalMnflance kithefetbreei 

I . Whether Communion with ibme Ghardt or 04 
thetf ^ e^ciaUy whea the Ouurch is dividediiaxx]! fo 
man<ySeas< and Parties^ be a neceOdry Dacyv incain^ 
bene <an ail Chriftians. 2. Whe* 
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2, Wfacthercoiiftant.O)mmunk>owitbi;bttC2itti(€Ji^ 
ffiih which pcpiiional Commuoioa is La\^, be<a 

. ; J. Whether it be Lawlul for the iame periboi to 
Cpunmunicate with two fepaiate Cluirch^ 

. C4|^ i» Whetheif Coououojuoa wiiii iboie ChWfdh ^^ ' 
qrjl^t]^,; elpeciidly when th« Church ifs divi^ied into 
to'fmoy.Sedis^ P^HTtie^ b^ afifse^i^DiMiy ioaioi-* 
beot<9n ^ Chri(litns» 

, I^pw methioks the refol^^op <^ this is as f/lkmy «» 
whqtjc^it be flccefliiy forvfyery ^4m j^q fee. a Chriiti- 
aa., For ^ety (;^ri^iaa4^.^Baf>tizod info^,,thc Omk^ 
muntoQ oif the Qiqrch, raa4 muft-contiiiue a, M/icahft 
of the {[^hurch, till fa|B reoounce his Meaibierflup by 
Schirniy or Infidelity, or be ca& out of the Chiurch by 
jECcie^^ical cesTuros. 

' Baptifm- iflcorpqrates \3s 'uato the Chrifiiav Oxaub^ 
that is, makes us Menibers <^ the Body of GiriiQ; 
wluch is bis Church and is fre^eatly (6 called in Scrip- 
ture; For there is but «ir<r j^y tukd tne Sfirit^ Mpkt ^v^ '• >)- 
4..4./,oiie ChriHiiaa Church, wtuch is aaifoated aod^'** 
governed by the one Spirit of ChriA. Afd we ar^aU 
Bapci;^d ipto this one Sody. FtrfisiU B»4ly is amjnd CoL- > . 1 1^ 
bath tuatiy Members^ and all the members. 0//i&<z/ Mttf 
Body^ ^Mg maity^are tnt Btdy^ foaifo is CBrift^Sit is^ 
^ Gbrifiiaa Church, which is the Body of OhqA) of 
which he is the ^ead {far hy§iu Spirit ue are aUB4^tu ^ -^ 
zjtd m^ wu Bodn^ whether use he, Jews ffr Gerailes>, »ifi'> i j; ' ' ' 
ther m he hendor Free^ and are aU made te^ drink im^ 
em Spirit iftr the hody is'mt ewe mender ^ hut hw^, 
. Now I baye already proved, thac^Cburch Gomaxo 
m,oa is nothiog eljCs, but ChurchrManberfliip,' to ba 
m p}nimuaioa wit^ the Qiurch^ aiidto*be aoienit 
|)er of the Oiurch, 6gnify ing the fame thio^ And .1 
think, Ineed not |«o\«,. that to be in aftate of Com« 

munion 
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mumon contains both a fight, and an ObFication 
to AStiiil Xiommunion. He, • who ii a memoei^xif 
the Church, may Ohallenge all the Prtviiedges of 3 
member, Among which AQxal Communion is none 
of the leaft^ to be admitted to all the Ads and Of- 
fices of Cfmftian-Cominuiiiod ,- to the CoihnittaJoa 
6f Prayers and Sadr^naeats^'and all tKher Chriftiaii 
Duties, which no Maid who is not a membier. of ttiti 
Church, has any ri^e to. And he who is a mem^ 
ber, is bound to perform all thofe Duties and O^ces^ 
' which ar6 Eflential to Church Communion, and there- 
fore is bound to "Commonifea'te with the Church In ' 
KtligiouS' ^emblks^ to J6vn in Pray6rs and Sacra- 
ments, td attend pubiick Inftruftions^ and to tive like 
a member of the Church. 

But to put this paft all doubt , t%at external and 
aHual Communhn is an effentialDuty of a dJurch^mem^ 
her J I ^11 ofier tbele plain proofs of it. 

I. That Baptifm makes us Members of the vifibfe 
Church of Chrift, but there can be iio vifible Church 
without vidble Communion, and therefore wfery vi-* 
fible Meniber, by vertue of his Memberfhip, isTbound 
' to external and vifible Communion, when it may be 
had. - 

X. This is eflential to the notion of a Church, ^stt 
h a -fiody and Society of Chriftians. For all Bodies 
and Societies of Men are Inftituted for the 6ke of fome 
; common Duties and Offices to be performed by the 
Members of it. A Body of Men is a Community, and 
it is a ftrange kind of CcJriimunity, in which every 
Member may a<a by it felf, without any. Community* 
tion. with other Members of t^e lame Body. And y^ 
fucha kind t>f body as this, -the ; Chriftian -Church is, 
if it be dot an eflentiai Duty of every Member, to , 
live in the exercifc of vifible Cbmmunion with the 

Church, 
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XJhurch, when he can. For there is the fame Law for 
all Membefs, and either all or none, are bound toa- 
du^l Comnriunion. 

But this is more abfurd ftill, when we confider, that 
the Church is fuch a Body, as confifts of variety of 
Members , of different Offices and Officers , which 
are of no ufe without actual and vifibie Communion 
of all its Members. 

- To whatpurpofe did Chrift appoint fuch variety of 
Minifters in his Church, Apoftles^ Prophets^ Bvattge- Ejfii. 4. 11,1*. 
Jiflsj PaJiorSy and Teachers^ for the perfe^ing of the 
Saints i far the work of the Mhiflry^ for the edifying of 
the Body ofChrifi 5 to what purppfe has he iflftituted a 
(landing Miniftry in his Church,to offer up the Prayers 
of the Faithful to God, to inftruft, exhort, reprove, 
and adminfter the Chriftian Sacraments , if private 
Chriftians are not bound to maintaiti Communion 
with them, in all Religious Offices ? 

J. Nay the Nature of Chriftian Worfliip obliges us 
to Church-Communion. I fuppofe, no Man will deny, 
but that every Chriftian is boirad to Worfhip God 
abcbrditig to our Saviours Inflitutioa : and what that 
IS, we cannot learn better, than from the Example 
of the Primitive Chriftians, of whom St. Luke gives 
us this account, that they continued Stedfafi in /;&^ Aftsz. 41. 
Apofiles Doilrine^ and Worjhip ^ and in breaking of 
^ ready and in Prayers. 

That which makes any thing in a Strid: fenie, an 
Aft of Church-Communion is, that it is performed in 
the Fellowihip of the Apoftles, or in Communion with 
the Bifliops and Minifters of the Church ; They are ' 
appointed to Offer up the Prayers of Chriftians to God 
in his Name j and therefore tho the private devotions 
of Chriftians are acceptable to God, as the . Prayers of 
Church-Members, yet none but publick Prayers, 

F which 
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which are Ofiered i;^ \^ Men who haue their Audio- 
jrity from Chrift, to Otter the& Spiritual Sacrifices tfy 
God, are properly the Prayers of the CJiurrh^nttd Aciji 
)ef Chiir<m*QDmaiuaon. If then wemuft O^r up 
our Prayers to God according to Chrifi's Iafl:itutioi>^ 
^atis, by the hands of fMnions Authorized and fot 
Apart f€ir that purpofe; we mud of necelQty ;ayn iet: 
the Aftual and Viiible Communion of die Church. 

The Sacraihent of the Loards Supper is the princi- 
pal part of Chrillian Worfiiip^and we cannot Cekbrgte 
tfysEeafl:, but in ChurdvCommunion j for this is a. 
-itfiirmU a common Supper , or Communion-Fealty 
which ia all Ages of the Church, has been admi^ 
niftred by Confecrated Perfons, and in Church*Co(B^ 
Kiunion; for it lo&s its Nature and Signi^catbn^. 
^hen it is turned into a private Mafs, fo that if every: 
Chrifiianis bound to. the Actual perfor433ance of tme 
Chrillian Worfhip, 4ie is bound to an AdualOinir 
muoion wichfheChriffcian Church. 

4. We may obferve further; that Churdi Aueho^- 
rity is exercifed only about Church-^Commonteci, 
Mrhich neceflarily fuppofes ,. that ail Chriftiafls , cwh9 
are ChnrGh-Members and in a State of Communion^, 
are bound toall the A£l;s of external and vifibfe Com^ 
mqnion with the Church. Xhe exercife of Church Au<* 
tiiority copfifts in: Receiving in, or Shutting oat of 
the Church. To receive into the Church, is to ad- 
mit d)em to all external A£Vs of Communion^ toShut,^ 
or Cafl; out of the Church, is to deny thenx the exter- 
nal and vifible Communion of the Church ^notto allow 
chemto Pray, or receive the Lords>SupMr, or .perform 
any Religious Offices, miJicpubUc tli 

Church, Now all this Church Authority woMld iigpifie 
nothing, were not E«:ej;nal and Actual Communion^ 
both the Priviledge and Duty of every Chriftian j and 
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ycirthisiB sdl tibe Authority Chrift faaih gt^mtOi Hh» 
Cburch. 

5^. And to confirm all this, nothing is more pkin 
in Scriptare, than that Separation from a Churchy is 
to withdraw from the vifible Communion of it, and 
there can be no Notion of Sq)aration without this ; now 
if Separation from Religious Ailemblies be to break 
Communion , then to live in Communion with the 
Churchjrequires our Aftual Comimmicating with the 
Chufch in all Religious Duties. 

And chat this isthe true Notion oi Separation is eafily 
proved from (he moft exprefs teftimonies; a Cor. &. 
17. Wherefere come cut from among them^ and he ye 
feffarate^faitb the Lord^ and touch no unclean things and 
J mil receive yen : Whereof 0m^ out from among thtm^and 
ie ye feparate^ plainly fignifies, to foriake the AiOlem- 
blies of Idolaters, not to Communicate with theiti^ in 
their Idolatrous Worlbip; So that not to joyn with 
any Men or Church in their Idolatrous WorAip, is t9 
Separate ffom their Communion , which is a very 
Godly Separation, when the Worfhip is Idolatrous 
and^ful, but a Schifinatical Separation, when it ir 
not Thus St. febn tells us erf* the Ancient Hereticks, 
They went out from us becaufe they mere not ofus^ for if j john. 1. ,5^ 
they had been of uSy they mouldy no doubt ^ have continued 
mthfiSy but they went out^ that they might be made 
manifefly that they were not all of us. Where their 
going out from tbem^ plainly figmfies, their forfak- ' 

ing Chriftian AfTemblies , upon which account the 
Author of the Epiftle to die Hebrem admoniflies 
the Chriftians. not to forfake the Affimblinfr ef them*\. . ^ 

/; f 1 r r * '^X-ll Hcb.io. *j. 

Jelves togetbery as the manner of fame ts^ m wniefr he 

refers t0 thip Separation of thofe Ancient Heretick^. I 

And thus accordingly to -^have FeUowfliip or Com- 
munioQ witk any^ is to partake with than in their 1 

F 2 Religious ^ ^ 






Religious 'Myfteries. By this Argument St PaHldiC- 
fwades the Corinthians for Eating of the Idols Feaft j 
becaufe they were Sacrifices to Evil Spirits, and by 
partaking of thofe Sacrifices they had Communion 
1 Cor, lo. 10, with them. But I fajfy that the things ^ which the 
*** Gentiles Sacrifice^ they Sacrifice tcrDevils^ and not t(r 

God ^ and L would not that you (houldhave Felloivjhip 
with Devils. Xe cannot Drink the Cup of the Lord^ 
and the Cup of Devils j ye cannot -ie partakers of the 
Lords Tahle^ and of the Table of Devils, So that^ 
tho we muftfirfl be in a ftate of Communion with 
Chrift, and. his Church, muft firft be received inta 
Covenant^ and by Baptifm be incorporated into the 
Chriftian Church, before we have any right to Com- 
municate with this Church j yet no Man can preferve 
his Church-ftate without Aftual Communion , no 
Man has Comrilunion with Chrift , or his Church, 
but he, who Adually Communicates in all Religious 
Offices, and Chriftian Inftitutions; a ft^te of Com- 
munion confers a right to Communicate, but A6lual 
Communion confills in the exercife of Communion, 
and a right to Communicate without Adual Commu- 
nion is worth nothing, as. no right or priviledge is 
without the Exercife of it j, for enjoyment confifts in 
Afts, and all the Bleflings of theGofpel, alltheBlejt 
iings of Chriftian Communion, are conveyed to us 
hy Aftual Communion. So that if we would par- 
take of the Bleifings of Chrift,if we would Reap the ad-^ 
vantages of Church-Communion, we muft live inAftual 
Communion, and not content our felves with a dor- 
mant and ufelefs right, which we never bring into AGt. 
This is fufficient to prove, the neceflity of Adiial 
Communion with the Chriftian Church, when it 
may be had, fox where it cannot be bad, Non-Com- 
mujiion is no 5in,,for. we are not obliged to ImpoP 

fibilitiesj 
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fibilities ;'he who lives in a Country, or travels through 
any Country, where there is no true Chriftian Church 
to Communicate with , cannot enjoy Adtual 
Communion ; the right and Duty ;of Communion 
continues, tho neceffity may fufpend the Aft. But 
the greater difficulty is, whether it be not Lawfulj 
to iufpend our Communion with any- particular 
^Churches, when we fee the Church divided into a- 
great many Parties and Faftions, which refufe- 
Communion witli each other, which is the deplo^ 
rable ftate of the Church at this day among us, 
Presbyterians , Independents, Anabaptifts , Quakers , 
all Separate from the Church of England^ and from 
each other, and from hence fome conclude it Law- 
ful to fufpend Communion with all the divided Par^ 
ties, which is jiift foch a reafon for a Total fufpenfion oP 
ehurch-Commuhipn, as the different and contrary- 
Opinions in- Religion are for Scepticifm and infidelity^ 
Becaufe there are a great many kinds of Religions in- 
the World , and a great many divided ^t&s of the 
Chriflian Religion , therefore fome Men will •be of 
no Religion; and becaufe the Chriftian Church is di- 
vided into a great many oppofite and Separate Cora-* 
munions,therefore others will be of no Church j and the* 
reafon is as ftrong in one_cafe, as it is in-the other, that 
is, indeed it holds in neither: For itispoffible todif- 
cover , which is the true Religion, notwithftanding 
alt thefe different and contrary perfwafions about it, 
and it is equally pofiible to find out, which of thefe- 
divided Communions is a true and Sound Member of 
the CathoHck Church, and when we know that, we 
arc bound to maintain Communion with it. 

Indeed if fuch Diviitons and Separations, excufe us* 
from Aft ual Communion with the Church , Aftual" 
Communion never was , and is never likely to be a. 
t Duty 
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IXtty long together ; for there never was iny ftate dS 
the Church to happy long together^ a&to be without 
cUvifions ; even in the Apoftles times, there were thole^ 
who Separated firom the Cpmmiwion of tlie Apoftl^ 
an4 f^t ap private Conventicles of their own, and to 
it has been in all fLicceediog Ages of the Chur ch, and 
fo it is likely to continue, and if we are not bound 
to Communicate with the Church , while there arc 
any Hereticks , or Schifmaticks , who divide from 
the Church , farewell to all Church Communion in 
this World. 

Should any Man indeed Travel into a Strange 
Country, and there fmd a Schifm in the Chriiliaa 
Churchi it were very fitting for him to Sufpend Com- 
munion with either Party , till he had opportunity 
to acquaint himfelf with the date of the Control 
verfiiei fo as to judge, which party is the Schifinatick ; 
and then he is bound ^if he underftand their Lan*». 

fuage) to Communicate with the Sound and Ortho* 
ox part of the Catholick Church, which he finds in 
that place. But this does not reach the cafe of thofe, 
who are conftant Inhabitants of the place, where the; 
Schifm is; for they mufl: not live in a Sceptical fuf^ 
penfion of Communion all their days. 

And there is one plain Rule to dired all Men in this 
Inquiry ; That wherever there is a Church Eftabliflit 
by publick Authority, if there be nothing Sinful in 
its Conflitutioo and Worihip^ we are bound to Com^ 
muiitcate with that Church ^ and to rejed the Con> 
munion of all other Parties and Se&s of Chri{iian& 
For the. ad vantage always lies on the fide of Authority, 
no pubhck eflabliihment can juftiiie a Sinful Conjmu- 
nlcn, but if there be nothing Sinful in the Communi- 
on^ of the National Church, which is Eftablifht by 
publicly Authority , to Separate from fuch a Church is> 

both 
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both difabciknc^ to t|ie Supreme Authority in the 
^tate, findftSchijGEafromtlieChunch. 

But it wfU be <x>Qv^ifiQC 6o confider^ what thefe 
^n mean by spending OMnmimiQn. For is ie 
Lawful for an Englijib Maii<iurifi^ thelfe Church divi* 
fions atnopg Us, never to Worihip God in any Pub* 
^ick and EU^ligious Ail^mblies ? Nevor to 2>ray, nor 
Hear, nor receive th? Lords ^pper together ? fi'this 
were fo, it were the moft Ef&dual way in the World 
to thruft out all Religion. 

But this they will not, they dare not fay, and tfacre^ 
lore by Sufpendiog Cooununion they mean, that 'm 
cale of %h divtfion^ tbey may refufe to enter them* 
ieives fixt afid fetled Membeis of any Chureh^buc Cem^ 
^snuoicate occafioaally with them all 

; But I h»ve already observed how abfurd ^is di- 
SjxiQtxon of %M and occafional Clemmunion is. For 
«o Aft of ileligion is .an A<a: of Communion (not io 
much as of occafional Communion) which is not per^- 
formed in the Communion of the Church; and no 
Man is in Communion with the Church,^ who is not a 
Member of it « and whoever is a Member of the 
Church is a fitt and not anoccaiional Member y and 
whatever Church he Communicates with, tho it may 
be, it is but once in a Year, or once in his life, as he 
pccafionally Travels that way, yet he Communicates 
AS a fixt Member of the Catholick Church , and of e- 
very Sound part of the Catholick Church ; for a fixt 
Member does , not fignifie our fixt abode, or coniftant 
Ads of Communion in any particular Church, but 
our ftate of Communion, and fixt and permanent re- 
lation to the whole Chriftian Church, and every part 
of it, and therefore tho a particular Aft of Commu-^ 
Aion^may be performed upon fome particular occafbn: 
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with^ch a particular Church, yet it is not anAcJo^ 
occafional , but of fixt Communion, becaufe the I 
Comniunicate but once and that occafionally, yet I 
Communicate as a Member of the Churchy which is 
not an occafional but a hxt Relation. 

So that when Men Communicate occafionally, as 
they fpeak, with all the difierent Parties of Chriftians 
in a divided Church, they either Communicate with 
none, or Communicate with all of them. If they per* 
form thefe Ads of Communion , without owning 
their relation to them, as Members, then they are 
in Communion with none of them, notwithftanding 
all thefe pretended Afts of occafional Communion, 
and .fa they live in Communion with no Church, 
which yet I hope, I have made it appear to be the Duty 
of every Chriftian to do j if they Communicate with all 
4hefe divided Parties, as Members, then they are in 
Communion with many Separate Churches, are Mem* 
•bers of Separate and Oppofite Bodies, that^is, they are 
contrary to themfelves, and on one fide or other, are 
certain to be Schifmaticks, but this will appear fur«» 
ther from confidering the two following Cafes. 
Cafe 2. Cafe ^. The Second Cafe is this j Whether conftant 

Communhn he a Duty^ where occafional Contmrnthn rs 

Lawful. I have already made it appear , that the 

•very notion of conftant anc^ occafional Communion 

is abfurd,and a Contradidion to all the-principles of Ca- 

-tholick Communion, and therefore there is no place for 

thisdiftiniJition, nor for this queftion, everyChriftian, 

asaChriftian, is a fixt Member of the whole Chriftian 

Church, and of every Sound part of it, and for Men 

tatalk of being Members of any one particularChurch^ 

in diftindbion from all other particular Churches, of ' 

which tliey, will net own themfelves Members, is a 

Sehifmatical notion of Church-Memberlliip, becaufe 

it 
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it divides die Chri^kn Church into diQin&Mtmberf 
ihipSy and therefore into diftind Bodies, which makes 
the one Church and 4)ne Body ofChrift^ not one^ but 
many Bodies : lor if ^ery particular Church has iuch a 
number of Members, which are Members only of that 
particular Church, wherein chey arefixt, and are not 
^mbers of any other particular Church, then every 
particular Cfainrai is a difttnO' and entire Body by it felt^ 
which has particular Members of its own, which be- 
long to no other Body ; juft as eyery particular Man 
has his own Body, which confifts of fiich a number 
of Members, united to each oi^r, and ditdaSt from 
ail other Bddies^ 

The plain (lace oi the Cafe in fliort is this : £v^ 
ry true Chridian is in Commcmion with the whole 
Chiiftian 'Chttrch, that is, is a Member of the whole 
Chunch ; but he rouft poform the A3ts of Commu* 
nion in fdme particular Church, and the only allows 
able .difference betweeQ -conflant and occaTicmal Com^ 
munion is this ; that we mufl perform the conflant Ads 
of Communion in that part of theCatholickChunch, 
in which w« conftandy live, and Communicate oc» 
eafionaily -with that part of the Church, in which we 
are occa tonally preient ; and therefore there never 
can be any Competition between conftant and occa« 
fional Communion in the fame place, i caonot Ccmi» 
mimicate conftantly with that Church in which I 
Communicate occafionally, unlefs I remove my Ha* 
bitation, and turn anoccafional prefence into acon^ 
flant and feded abode ; nor can I without fm Com- 
municate only occcafionally with that Church, with 
which I may and ought to Communicate coaftantly, 
Qs being conftantly prefent there, for this is only to do 
that fometimes^ wMch I ^ughtco do always. Thi^ 
is like a Mans 4iving 0(xcafionaily in bis own Houfe^ 

G which 
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which fignifies, that for the mpft part he is a ftrangert 
at home. 

There cannot be two difUmarChurcfeea iii the feme 
place , one for occafioriaL, and another for conftant 
Communion, without Schifm, For it is evident, thefe 
are two diftinft Communidns, and that our relation 
to them is as different, as it is to a Houfe we Jive in^ 
and to an Inn, where we lodge for a Night; 

So that there is no foundation for this- Inquiry a- 
mong Men , who underftand the true Principles of 
Catholick-Communion ; It never c^n be a Gafe of Con- 
fcience, whether I IhouW Gomrounicate .c6nftantly> 
or occafionally with fuch a Ghurch ,. uakfs it be a 
Gafe of "Confcience, whether I fliouldf Jive cfonftantly 
or occafionally within the bounds and jurifdidrion of 
foch a Ghurch ; for wherei my conftant abode is, there 
my conftant Gommunioa muft be, if there be a. true 
and fmc^c part of the CathpKck-Church in that place; 
md wherelam only occafionally, there I can only .Corns 
muliicate occafionally alfo. 

But to meet with the diftempers of tMs Age, and 
to remove thqfe Apologies (fojme Men make for their 
Schifm, i it is neceilary to> make this a queftidni Fdv 
in this; divided ftate of the Ghurch| there are a great 
many amoi^ us, who think, they cannot maintain 
conftant Gommuoion with the Church of England^ as 
conftant and fixt Members^ who yet i]|pn fome occa- 
fiofls.think, they may Gomniunicate with us iaall parts 
^cWorfhip, and Adlually do fo.- - - ^ 

Now when thefe Men, who are fixt Members^ as 
they callit,of Separate Churches, tliink fit fometimes to 
Commimicate in all parts of Worfliip with the Church 
€f England^ we charitably ffi^pofe ^ that Men, who 
pretend to io muchtenderjiefejQf Confpience, and care 
4f their Souls^ willdotio^h^ng^ not fo much as once, 

/ which 
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which they believe, or fufpe<a, to bfJ : finful, ,at :the 
time, when they do it ; and therefore we conclude^ 
thatthofe, vt^ho Communicate occafionaily with the 
Church of England ^ do thereby declare , that they 
believe , there is nothing fmful in our Commu- 
nion j and we thank them for this good opinion 
they exprefs of our Church, and earneftly defirc to 
know, now they can juftifie their ordinary Separation 
from fuch a Church, as requires no finful terms of 
Communion. / 

; ' If any thing lefs tha,n finful terms of Communiba 
dan juftifiea Separation, then there can be no end of 
Separations and Catholick-Communion is an Impofli- 
ble and Impradicable notion, that is, the Church of 
* Chrift neither is one Body, nor ever can be. For if" 
Men are not bound to Coramxmicate with a Churchy 
which obferves our Saviours Infttutiops, without any 
fuch corrupt mixtures, as make its Communion fm- 
ful, then there is no bounds to be fet to the Fancies of 
Men,' but they may new mo^el Churches, and divide 
and fubdivide without any end, ^ 

Is tliat a found and Orthodox part of the Catholjck- 
Church, which has nothing finful in its Communion ? 
If it be not. Pray what is it, that niakes any Church 
Sound and Orthodox? If it be, upon what account is 
it Lawful, toiSeparatefrom a Sound and Orthodox 
Church ? And may we not by the fame reafon Separate 
from the whole Catholick Church, as from any Sound 
part of it ? Nay does not that Man Separate from the 
whole Catholick Church, who Separates from, any 
Sound part of it ? For the Communion of the Church 
is but one^ and he, that divides and breaks this uflioo. 
Separates himielf from the whole Body. , 
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' Eiceptiiifi the Indepefldeney of Churches Cwfiich t 
have proved above to be Schifin in the very notion of 
it) the great Pleas for SeptTatiori from a Church 
whkh hasjwthiogfinfii! in its Gommunton, are the 
laretence of greater Edification, and purer Ordinances 
But ihefe are foch Pleas, as muft expofe the Oiurch 
to Eternal Schifms, becaufc there are no certain Rules 
to fadgt of thefe matters, but the various and uncer- 
tain fanc^ of Mtn. What they like beft, that fliall 
be moft for their Edification, and thefe fhall be burer 
Ofdinaoces, and till Men can agree thefe matters a 
mong themfelvcs, which they are never Kkely to do* 
till they can ail agree in the fanw Diet j or in their 
Tudgmcnt and opinion about beauty, decency fitnefi 
convenie«te, they may and will divide without end. 
4nd ifAe ?eace and Unity oT the Church be fonecef. 
feyji dmy, it is certain, thefe Principles, which are 
fD deftroftive to- Peace and Unity, tnu&be faHe,. as to 
confider ttiefe things paiticQlarly, but veiy briefly ^ 
■- Wliat pUKCr Admifliftrations and Ordinances would 
Men have, than thofe-of our Saviours awn Inftituti 
on , wit&Ottt any Cormpt and finful tnixtutes . to 
fpwi fheir ^tae^nd efficacy ? (as we fuppofe is ac- 
knowledged by tho^ Who occafionally Communicate 
m all paits of our Worlhtp, Aat there is nothing fm. 
&1 in a) the punty ofdivme A<lminiftrations muffcon- 
M mrfieir agreement with the Inftitution, thai there 
IS wither any fudi defed: or addition, as alters their 
moire and deftreys their Vertue. For the Efficacy 
of Gofpel Ordinances depends upon their Inftitutlon 
not upon particular modes of Adminiftmtion, which 
*« not- exprefly Commanded in theGofpeli Vnd he 
who defires grjaecr purity of Ordinancw thaii tfae2 
conformity to their Inftitution, who thinks, thatBao- 
iifia «ad the.Lords Supger lofe their Efficacy, un& 
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they be adminiftred in that way, whurh they thcm^ 
felvesbeft like, a« guilty' of grofs Superftition, and 
attribute the vertue of Sacraments to the manner of 
their adminifl:ration,not to their Divine Inftittition. 

And what Men talk of greater Edification is gene- 
rally as little undefllood as the other j for Edification 
is building up, and is applied to the Church, confi-^ 
^dered as Gods Houfe and Temple,, and it is an odd 
way of building up the Temple of God, by dividing 
and Separating the parts of it from etch other. 

This one thing well confidered, i^iz. That 8/xa^r. 
Edification or Building, according to the Scripture 
notion of it, does always primarily refer to, or at 
"feaft include, Church-unity aiKi Communion^ is 
(ufficientto convince any Man, what an ill \iray it is, 
eo feck for greater Edification in breaking the Com* 
munion of the Church by Sdiifm and Separation ; and 
therefore t: (hall make it plainly appear, that this is 
the true Scripture notion of Edification ; and to that 
end (hail confider the moft material places, where this 
wordisufed. 

Now the moft proper fignification of s*xoAm^ which 
our Tranflators render by Edification^ is a Houfe of 
Building, and this is the proper Senfe, wherein it 
belongs to the Chriftian Church, Te are Gods Hitf- 
handry^ ye are Gods Buitdingy that is, the Church is \ ^°I' ^' ^' 
Gods Houfe or Building, UKoA^iA,. Thus the fame 
Apoftle tells us, that in Chrift, the whole Building^^^^^^^ 
(/.<?. the whole Chriftian Church )///y framed to- 
gether ^ groweth unto an holy Temple in the Lord.^^^'^^' 
Hence the Governours of the Church are called Build- 
eri, i/aoA^tSTm^y and the Apoftles arc called Laionrers^Aasi., lu 
together with God^ in crefting this Spiritual Building, 
a^nd St. Paul calls himfclf a Mafter Builder. HeiKe iCor. 3^^/, 
the itfcreafe, growth . and ad vaijices towards per* ^^ 
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feftion in the Church, is. called the Building, . or Edi- 
fication of it. For this reafon St. Paul commends 
Prpphefie, or Expounding the Scriptures, before ipeak-^ 
I Con 1 4. ing in unknown Tongues without an Interpreter, be- 
caufe by this the Church receives Building or Edifi- 
cation. All thefe Spiritual gifts, which were' ber 
^owed on the Chriftians, were for the Building and 
Edifying of the Church. The Apoftolical power in 
2 Cor. X o. 8. Church cenfures was for Edificatiotty not for DefiruHiony 
n! 10. MimJ^^v %iK «V jc^fltf/fgw to Build, and not to pull down, 
that is, to preferve the Unity of the Church intire, 
and its Communion pure. 

And we may obferve that this Edification is pri- 
I Cor. I+, r jTQjj.gy applied to the Church, That the Church may 
Eph. 4. xz. * receive Edifying : That ye may excel to the Edifying 

of the Church ': For the Edifying of, the Body ^f Cnrifl. 
And it is very obfervable : wherein the Apoftle places 
the Edification of the Body of Chrift, i;/2:. in Unity and 
^•3' luOWt.TiOwe all come in the Vnity of the Faith^andofthe, 

knowledge of the Son of Gody to aferfe£i Man^ unto the 
meafure of the flat ure ofthefulnejsof ChfifHIiW we are 
united by one Faith into one Body, and perfcfl: Man. 
is, 16. Andffeaking the truth in love^ may grow up in him into 
all things y which is the ijead^ Even Chrift from whom the 
whole Body fitly j^yned together^ and compjifiedhy that^ 
which every joynt fupplieth^ according to the EffeBual 
working in the meafure of every part maketh increafe 
cj' the Body^ unto the Edifying it felf in lov^. This 
1$ an admirable defcription of the Unity of the Church, 
in which all the parts are clofely united and compar- 
ed together, as Stones and Timber are to ^make one 
. Houfej and thus they grow into one Body, and in- 
creafe in mutual Love, and Charity, which is the ve- 
ry Building %nd Edification of the Church, which is 
I Cor. 8.1. Edify ed and Built up in love, as the Apodle adds, 

that 
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that knowleigir puffeth up^ iut charity Edifieth^ this 
Builds up the Church of Chrift j and that not fuch a 
common Charity as we have for all Mankind ; but fucK- 
a love and Symoathy, as is peculiar to the Members 
of the fame Body; and which none but Members can 
have for each other, and now me thinks I need nor 
prove, that Schifmand Separation,is not for the Edifi- 
cation of the Church; to Separate for Edification is 
to Pull down in (lead of Building up. 

But fhefe Men do not feem to have any great re- 
gard to the Edification of the Churchjbut only to their 
own particular Edification, and we muft grant, that 
Edification is fometimes applied to particular Chriftians- 
in Scripture, according to St. Pauls Exhortation, 
Comfort your Jelves together^ and Edifie one another^ iThcCj. lu 
even as alfoye ^^•_. And this Edifying one another with- 
out queftion figpifies our promoting each others growth 
and progrcft in all Chriftian Graces and vertues : and fa 
tlie Building and Edification of the Church, fignifies' 
the growth and improvement of the Church in all 
Spiritual Wifdom and knowledge, and Chriftian graces, 
the Edification of the Church confifts in the Edifica- 
tion of particular Chriftians, but then this is called 
Edification or Building, becaufe this growth and im^ 
provement is in the Unity and Communion of the 
Church, and makes them one Spiritual Houfe and 
Temple. Thus the Church is called the Temple of 
God, and every particular Chriftian is Gods Temple, 
wherein the Holy Spirit dwells, and yet God has but 
one Temple, and the Holy Spirit dwells only in the 
Church of Chrift.; but particular Chriftians are Gods 
Temple, and the Holy Spirit dwells in them, as liv- 
ing Members of the Chriftian Church ; and thus by 
the fame reafon , the Church is Edified and Built 
up,, as it grows, into a Spiritual Houleand Holy T^nv- 
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t4e by a firm andcbfeUnionand Comamhtoiiorait 
Its parts i and ev^ery Chriflian is Edified, as he grows 
up iQ ail ChrLftian Graces and Vertues in the Unity c^ 

the Church. 

And therefore whatever extraordinary means of Edi- 
fication Men may fancy to themfelves in a ^paratioii, 
the Apoftie knew no Edification, but in the bommu- 
nioaof the Church; and indeed if our growth and 
increafe in all Grace and Vertue, be more owing to 
the internal aifidances of the Divine Spirit , than to 
the external Adminiftrations, as St. Paul tdls us, / 
have planted^ andApoiiosivatereJ^ hut Gcd gave the 
increufe: S$ tben^ neither is he that plmteth any 
things ffw he that watereth; iut God that gave the 
increafe: And the Divine Spirit confines his influences 
and operations to the Unity of the Church ( as the 
Eph. 4. 4. ^me Apoftie tells us, that there is but tme Body and 

one Spirit J (y/hich plainly fignifies, that the qperati* 
ons of this one Spirit, are appropriated to this one 
Body, as the Soul is to the Body it Animates} then 
it does not feem a very likely way for Edification ta 
cut our felves off from the Unity of Cbrtfts Body* 
Cafes. 3* '^^^ Third and Laft Cafe Hill remains, which 

will be reib)ved in a few words, according to the 
Principles now laid down,' which is this : Whether it 
he Lawful to Commnnicate with two diftinil and Sepa* 
rate Churches. ¥& this is thought of late days, not 
only a very Innocent and Lawful thing,, but the triie 
CatboHck'Spirit , and Catholicfc-Communion , to 
Communicate with Churches of all Communions,un* 
le(s \perbaps they may except the Papifts^ and Q^^ 
kers. I( k!^ thought a Schifmatical Principle, to re- 
fufe to CommuuKrate with thofe Churches , which 
withdraw Communion from us. And thus fame, who 
Communicate orditnarily with theCinirch oiEnglandj 

make 



